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the object which my eye presents to me is an individtu
of the general idea of the species which I have forme<
That this is truly a judgment of the mind, thoug-
generally made so quickly, and I may say so instan
taneously, that we overlook it, is evident from the cass
of obscure vision, when we see the object either at <
great distance or with a bad light. For then men difife
not only from one another in that judgment, one saying
that the object is a horse; another that it is a cow
but often from themselves, when they come nearer tc
the object and see it more distinctly.

If this reasoning be just, I am sure you will be
pleased with this degradation of Sense, and the consequent
exaltation of Intellect, to which it seems we owe all
our particular, as well as general ideas; Sense only
furnishing the materials, and being only such a minister
to Intellect as the digger in the quarry is to the statuary.
For I think that for the same reason that intellect forms
the idea of every particular substance, it must also form
the idea of every quality belonging to that substance.
For is it not the intellect that tells me that the figure
is round or square, the colour white or black ?

I must further say of Mr Locke that I think he is not
only mistaken in most of his notions, but that he has not
treated his subject with distinctness and perspicuity, in
so much that I do not well know what he means by
ideas of Sensation, and I find others have the same doubt
For, in the first place, he has not distinguished betwixt
the mere sensation, and the object presented by it to
the mind. This distinction is the more necessary that
there are some sensations which have no external object
belonging to them; such as the sensation of pain, which
is often very violent, when even our reason cannot in-
form us from whence it comes. Secondly, when the
sensation presents to us an external object Mr Lockeon, the common sourceTMs, if I badHe begins by a
